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Art

See course descriptions for prerequisites.

Advanced Placement 
Studio 

Possible Sequences for Art

Painting 3

Drawing 3

Drawing/Painting 1

Photography 1

Drawing 2

Painting 2

Photography 2 Photography 3

Sculpture 1

Ceramics 1 Ceramics 2

Sculpture 2
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SCULPTURE 1
Grades 9-12        1 semester 
Prerequisite:  None
Like making stuff with your hands? Do you enjoy manipulating 
materials and putting stuff together to make something new and 
exciting? This class will fill that creative need! No artistic skill 
required as we will teach you all you need to know to get started 
and have some fun. This is an introductory and prerequisite 
class that deals with the basic elements and principles of design 
as they relate to three-dimensional art. You will be exposed to 
sculpture concepts and techniques such as carving, modeling, 
constructing, and soldering.  Students work with various materials 
needed to design and produce sculptures including but not 
limited to wire, clay, metal, and plaster. Emphasis is placed on 
technique, experimentation, process, and evaluating works of art..

SCULPTURE 2
Grades 9-12          1 semester
Prerequisite:  Sculpture 1 with a grade of “C” or better or 
teacher consent.
You love making stuff with your hands and working with wire, metal, 
wood and plaster. You are all about being creative and pushing the 
limits of materials. You are a sculptor!  As an intermediate level 
studio course, Sculpture 2 emphasizes independent research 
in sculptural concepts, techniques, and thematic development.  
Students will explore a variety of sculptural media and materials 
through carving, modeling, casting and fabrication in the creation 
of sculptures. Students will begin to explore ideas and reflect on 
how choices they make with their work help communicate these 
ideas. 

CERAMICS 1
Grades 9-12          1 semester 
Prerequisite:  None
Remember when you used to love playing in the mud? You still 
can and get credit for it! No artistic skill required only an open 
mind and a willingness to try new things. As an introductory level 
studio course, you will explore traditional methods of slab and 
coil construction as well as wheel-thrown pottery. That’s right, 
you get to learn how to make bowls, mugs and vases on the 
potter’s wheel! You will also experiment with a variety of glazing 
and decorating techniques.

CERAMICS 2
Grades 9-12          1 semester 
Prerequisite: Ceramics 1 with a grade of “C” or 
better.
You loved working with clay and now that you know how to 
work with clay better your brain is exploding with ideas! Choose 
between hand building or wheel throwing or both! The choice is up 
to you!  As an advanced level studio course, Ceramics 2 continues 
the exploration of traditional methods of clay construction in 
combination with wheel-thrown pottery but provides you with 
more creative freedom. You bring the ideas, we help you make 
them a reality.

DRAWING/PAINTING 1
Grades 9-12          1 semester
Prerequisite:  None
Like art but think you can’t draw? Looking for a class unlike any other 
in your schedule? This is the perfect class for you!  No artistic skill 
required as we will teach you all you need to know to get started while 
having fun. This is an introductory and prerequisite course in which 
you will learn the basic elements and principles of art through but not 
limited to drawing, painting, and printmaking. Emphasis is on a variety 
of materials and techniques for making art and criteria for evaluating 
art. This class is required before taking what you’ve learned to the next 
level in the next two-dimensional studio level course.

DRAWING 2
Grades 9-12          1 semester
Prerequisite:  Drawing/Painting 1 with a grade of “C” or better 
or teacher consent.
Like drawing but want to learn different techniques and use a variety of 
materials?  This class was designed for you!  You don’t need to be the best 
to have fun and learn.  As an intermediate level studio course, Drawing 
2 provides you with a wide-range exploration of drawing methods, 
techniques and materials. Emphasis is placed on direct observation of 
subject matter, creativity, interpretation of theme along with evaluation 
and critical analysis of artwork. You will also explore contemporary and 
historical artists as inspiration for your own work.

DRAWING 3
Grades 10-12               1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Drawing 2 with a grade of “C” or better or 
teacher consent.
You enjoy drawing, you are getting comfortable with your skill but you 
still want more. You have ideas you want to explore and discuss in 
a friendly environment then create unique drawings. If this sounds 
like you then you will find what are looking for in this course. As an 
advanced level studio course, Drawing 3 is an intensified studio course 
dealing with the masterful application of a wide variety of drawing 
methods, techniques and media including alternative mixed media 
methods. Creative application of skills, knowledge and media in the 
development of thematic work is emphasized.

PAINTING 2
Grades 9-12               1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Drawing/Painting 1 with a grade of “C” 
or better or teacher consent.
You got a small taste of painting and have to have more. You love the 
vibrant colors, the expressive nature of paint and enjoy looking at and 
talking about painting. Welcome home! As an intermediate level studio 
course, Painting 2 includes the study of painting through creating, 
looking at, and evaluating works of art. You’ll look at  historical and 
contemporary artists, be exposed to various painting styles, study 
color mixing, paint application, brush techniques, picture composition 
and so much more! You will work with watercolor and acrylic media to 
create unique works of art.

PAINTING 3
Grades 10-12               1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Painting 2 with a grade of “C” or better or 
teacher consent.
You have ideas that need to be shared. You have a need to create and 
express yourself through paint. As an advanced level studio course, 
Painting 3 encourages you to explore your ideas, select your own imagery 
and experiment with painting media in creative ways. Independence and 
creativity are emphasized as you develop creative thinking and problem-
solving techniques.
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PHOTOGRAPHY 1
Grades 10-12          1 semester
Prerequisite:  None
Did you know that you can take a picture with a tin can that has a hole 
drilled in it? Want to learn how photography works while improving 
your ability to make unique images? Want to go on exciting field 
trips and take pictures? Then this is the class for you. Photography 
1 covers how photographs are made, how film and digital cameras 
work, and how to properly use various cameras. This course covers 
the elements of art and guidelines for composing better images, the 
technical aspects of developing and printing film as well as final print 
presentation. Students do not need their own camera for this class; 
several school cameras are available for checkout on a limited basis.

PHOTOGRAPHY 2
Grades 11-12          1 semester
Prerequisite:  Photography 1 with a grade of “C” or better or 
teacher consent.
Did you have a great time learning how photography works in Photo 1 
but want to learn more? In Photography 2, you will learn more advanced 
digital photography techniques. You will learn about lighting and how 
the choices you have as a photographer will help you to communicate 
ideas with your images. If you loved learning about digital editing, you 
will get to work with Adobe Photoshop to processes to layer images, 
tone them, and create a variety of effects in your prints. You will also 
learn more in depth techniques to manipulate and print your photos 
with beautiful results. You will use the same cameras that you had for 
Photo 1 in this class. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 3
Grades 11-12         1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Photography 2 with a grade of “C” or better or 
teacher consent.
Just can’t get enough photography? Want to learn how to use large 
format film cameras? Want to learn to use studio lighting and shoot 
like a professional photographer? Photography 3 is an advanced level 
studio course, where you will build on photographic principles, while 
supporting your development of a personal style. You will explore 
different genres of photography from portraiture and landscape to 
photojournalism and documentary work, and learn about different 
careers that you can have as a photographer. You will learn how to 
develop your own ideas for photographic projects and you will create 
a self-directed series of images that focus on a theme of your choice. 
Students wishing to enroll in AP Studio after this course will be able to 
take AP Studio second semester and develop a portfolio for submission 
to the AP College Board.

AP STUDIO ART 
Grades 11-12                         full year
Prerequisite: Must have at least three semesters 
of art classes (2 WITH teacher approval and 
recommendation). A “B” average minimum in Art.  
Teacher approval (judged according to work ethic, 
responsibility, creativity, and technical ability).
The AP Studio Art Portfolio course is for students like you who 
are seriously interested in the practical experience of art and wish 
to develop mastery in the concept, composition, and execution 
of their ideas. Through this highly advanced level course, you 
will construct a portfolio of work, which focuses on a variety 
of concepts, techniques and approaches designed to help 
you demonstrate your abilities as well as your versatility with 
techniques, problem solving, and ideation. You will develop a body 
of work for the Sustained Investigation section of the portfolio that 
investigates an idea of your own personal interest.
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