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LITERACY
Grades 9-10                          full year for Grade 9
           Semester or full year for Grade 10 
Prerequisite: Reading scores and standardized test scores. 
Reading is a required remedial class for incoming freshmen reading 
below 360 on the PSAT 8 test and sophomores reading below an 
8.5 grade level. The class is designed to meet students’ individual 
needs and to develop reading comprehension skills. Achievement 
is measured by standardized tests as well as daily classroom 
performance. Freshmen are evaluated at the end of two semesters, 
while sophomores are evaluated at the end of every semester. All 
students who improve their skills to a predetermined level will exit 
the program.

WRITTEN AND ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
Written and Oral Communications
Advanced Written and Oral Communication
Honors Written and Oral Communications
Grade 9                                ful l  year

Recommended: Successful completion of 8th grade, based 
on PSAT 8  scores and eighth-grade teacher recommendation
Written and Oral Communications is a college readiness skills-
based curriculum aligned to the SAT College and Career Readiness 
Benchmarks that focuses attention on students’ reading, writing, 
speaking, vocabulary, and grammar proficiencies. The course is 
divided into four thematic units whose themes are explored through 
both fiction and non- fiction texts. 

GLOBAL STUDIES
Grade 9                               fu l l  year
Global Studies is a college readiness skills-based curriculum aligned 
to the SAT College and Career Readiness Benchmarks that focuses 
attention on students’ reading, writing, speaking, vocabulary, and 
grammar proficiencies. The course is divided into four thematic units 
whose themes are explored through both fiction and non- fiction 
texts. Students are introduced to integrated units of study through 
the investigation of common themes with social studies. This course 
must be taken concurrently with the companion social studies course.

WORLD LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
World Literature
Advanced World Literature
Honors World Literature
Grade 10                                ful l  year

Recommended: Successful completion of Written and 
Oral Communications
World Literature is a college readiness, skills-based curriculum aligned 
to the SAT College and Career Readiness Benchmarks that addresses 
both historical and contemporary issues through fiction and non-fiction 
texts. Students are exposed to works that span time and cultures. In 
addition, students will continue to improve their writing, vocabulary, 
and grammar proficiencies. (The skills addressed vary by class level.)

AMERICAN LITERATURE AND 
COMPOSITION
American Literature and Composition
Advanced American Literature and Composition
Grade 11                               full year

Recommended: Successful completion of World 
Literature
American Literature is a college readiness, skills-based curriculum 
aligned to the SAT College and Career Readiness Benchmarks 
that addresses both historical and contemporary issues through 
fiction and non- fiction texts. Students are exposed to works 
that span American history and culture. In addition, students 
will continue to improve their writing, vocabulary, and grammar 
proficiencies. (The skills addressed vary by class level.)

AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
Grade 11                                full year
The main units of study for AP Language and Composition 
include college level rhetorical analysis through close reading, 
argumentation and persuasion, introduction to philosophy and 
ethics, and exploration of language and thought. 

According to the College Board, an AP course in English Language 
and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of 
prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming 
skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their 
writing and their reading should make students aware of the 
interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, 
and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the 
resources of language contribute to the effectiveness of writing.
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SENIOR ENGLISH SELECTIVES
COLLEGE PREPARATORY COMPOSITION                   1 semester
This course is college-preparatory writing instruction for students 
interested in honing their skills before college but did not take AP. The 
course is writing-intensive and is not a literary-oriented curriculum. 
Students write predominantly expository and persuasive essays, 
as well as a research paper, that explore the various modes of 
persuasion, building an audience, establishing credibility and honing 
style and tone.

CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  
                                                                         1 semester
This course thematically explores current works of literature.  Using 
poetry, short stories, a novel, blogs, podcasts, and various other 
contemporary modes of writing, students will explore topics such 
as childhood, social activism, and cultural awareness. Classroom 
activities will include reading, research, creative writing, literary 
analysis, film analysis, and group activities that allow for students to 
develop their unique style and voice.

CREATIVE WRITING             1 semester 
The Creative Writing Senior Selective is a reading and writing intensive 
class which guides students through various contemporary modes 
and methods of creative writing. The course incorporates aspects of 
project-based learning, direct instruction, individual and group work, 
exercises, daily journals, free-writes, collaborative pieces, workshops, 
discussions, and portfolio-building with real-world application. Focus 
for both fiction and nonfiction is on the process from inspiration, 
to drafting, to revising, to publication. The creative writing student 
should expect to read constantly, seeking out other authors and 
texts for models, inspiration, and a greater understanding of the 
literary context they are contributing to. Students should be prepared 
to write and rewrite. Multimedia projects and use of technology will 
also be an element of the class. Keeping an idea and drafting journal 
will also be required and used on a near-daily basis. Fall pieces are 
eligible for Lit Fest. All pieces are eligible for publication in Lake 
Park’s Montage literary magazine and journals/magazines nationally 
and internationally. Students are expected to contribute, to study, to 
revise, to experiment, to be open, and to grow as a writer and creative 
individual. Units are composed of Poetry, Short Fiction, Marketing, 
Creative Nonfiction, and Playwriting. Students are also encouraged 
to explore additional modes and genres for their capstones.

HONORS COLLEGE SPEECH (DUAL CREDIT)      1 semester 
Prerequisite: College Readiness SAT Reading Score of 430 
or higher; earned credit for Advanced American Literature 
or AP Language and Composition with a grade of C or 
higher; and a non-weighted GPA of 3.38 on a 5.0 scale. 
Honors College Speech (COLL - P155) is a dual credit, senior 
selective, 1-semester course that prepares students to communicate 
effectively with public audiences. It introduces the theory and 
practice of speaking and listening on public issues. Students will 
study contemporary examples of great speaking but also learn how 
to prepare their own convincing arguments enlivened with confident 
delivery and based on a thorough understanding of their audience. It 
may be taken for college credit and meets the communications/public 
speaking graduation requirement at most colleges and universities.  
Dual credit for this course is offered through Indiana University, course 
P155 and is accepted at most colleges and universities.

HUMANITIES 1-2                                     1 semester
Humanities I is a first semester course that builds on the canonical 
literature of Western Civilization from antiquity to the Middle 
Ages; while Humanities II is a second semester course that 
continues with the early Renaissance and concludes with the 
Contemporary World. Each course follows a historical timeline 
and progression of essential questions that examine cultural 
modalities and shifts in the areas of literature, history, theology, 
philosophy, technological advancements, and the cultural 
arts. The courses highlight the flourishing of human thought 
and ingenuity throughout Western Civilization and explore its 
overall achievements, the impression it has left behind, and the 
direction in which it is heading. Through the analysis of culturally 
influential literature, Humanities students strive to answer the 
larger philosophical question “What does it mean to be human?” 

Students may choose to enroll in Humanities I and/or Humanities II.

RHETORIC OF CINEMA                            1 semester
This course requires students to actively investigate and link 
select films to specific cultural trends and societal values that are 
common in both film and literature. Students will approach the 
analysis of a film the same way they would approach the analysis 
of a canonical piece of literature, critically analyzing each of its 
elements. Through the viewing of select films, a comprehensive 
literature review, and the writing of both formal and informal 
essays that examine important literary and cinematic elements 
within each film, students will be taught to view both literature 
and film as two equally challenging and rewarding means of 
communicating cultural values and norms. Classroom activities 
will include film viewing, research, reading, writing, and in-depth 
discussion. This course is not approved for NCAA eligibility.

MUSIC AND LITERATURE                              1 semester
This one-semester course includes careful analysis of music and 
music videos, nonfiction literature, short stories, poetry, and 
film. Students will analyze both music and literature in order 
to explore the element of conflict through comparison/contrast 
and synthesis. Classroom activities will include musical analysis, 
readings from a variety of literary genres, writing, small and large 
group discussions, and class presentations. Students will write 
informal and formal essays, music critiques, and comparative 
analyses of canonical poetry, literature, and song lyrics. Students 
will also compose three formal essays and present a capstone 
project.

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
Grade 12                          fu l l  year
A.P. English Literature and Composition is a college preparatory 
class which engages students in the careful reading and critical 
analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of 
selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways 
writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for 
their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, 
style and themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the 
use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone. Such 
reading is accompanied by thoughtful discussion and intensive 
writing about the selected texts from various genres and periods.
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
Acting/Directing courses

ACTING 1    
G R A D E S   9 - 1 2                 1  s e m e s t e r
Prerequisite:  None
 is an introductory theatre survey and performance-based class. This 
course emphasizes the basic skills and techniques of theatre artists 
including:ensemble, imagination, focus, risk-taking, performance, 
rehearsal, and performance. Techniques to be covered include 
warm-up activities and exercises, ensemble communication and 
collaboration, pantomime, text interpretation, performance critique, 
character creation, and solo and scene performances. Students 
interested in pursuing public performance opportunities will be 
encouraged to audition for department productions and to take 
advanced-level theatre courses.  (theatrical films & texts: Hamilton, 
Shrek Broadway, and The Importance of Being Earnest). This course 
fulfills .5 credits towards the Fine Arts graduation requirement.

ACTING 2   
G R A D E S   9 - 1 2                 1  s e m e s t e r
Prerequisite:  Acting 1
AcTING 2 builds upon the work of Acting 1 with a greater emphasis 
on building character through improvisation as well as scripted scene 
work. Students will examine diverse, contemporary, and alternative 
theatrical texts for performance and exploration. We will continue to 
build skills in performing, writing, analysis, and ensemble. Successful 
completion of this course prepares students to enroll in Acting 3 and 4.  
(theatrical films & texts: West Side Story & Almost, Maine, additional 
plays chosen by students). This course fulfills .5 credits towards the 
Fine Arts graduation requirement. 

ACTING PRACTICUM 1-2-3-4   
GRADES 11–12                     1  semester
Prerequisite:  Acting 1-2   course can be repeated
Advanced Acting is an acting course which focuses on the acting 
technique by modern theatre practitioner Sanford Meisner.  Meiser’s 
approach to acting trains actors to get out of their heads and into 
reading and reacting to behavior on stage.  This technique creates 
authenticity and specificity, allowing the actor to “behave truthfully 
under imaginary circumstances.” Students will demonstrate proficiency 
in characterization, diction, memorization, and concentration; study 
and deliver monologues and scene work from modern sources as 
well as Shakespeare sonnets and plays; and demonstrate proficiency 
in monologue delivery for audition purposes, perform one-act plays, 
musical comedies, and other projects. 

DrAmA ProDuction courses offereD 

STAGECRAFT 1
G R A D E S  9 - 1 2                 1  s e m e s t e r
Prerequisite: None
This class explores major design elements of the theatre which 
include: basic electrical theory, lighting color theory, lighting design 
and board operation, scenic design and construction, as well as 
the use of costume, makeup and props. Teacher lectures and 
demonstrations introduce material before students explore topics 
through hands-on activities. Students will experience design 
elements through group projects and culminate the semester 
with a final project that incorporates every design element in a 
final staged production. The use of power tools, painting and the 
presence of dust are not uncommon in the scene shop. This course 
fulfills .5 credits towards the Fine Arts graduation requirement. 

STAGECRAFT 2
GRADES  9-12                 1  semester
Prerequisite:  Stagecraft 1
This class further develops skills learned in Stagecraft 1. The 
fundamentals are applied to more advanced projects in technical 
theatre. Students will be thrust into the role of dramaturge, 
producer, director and designer as they make decisions on what 
plays to explore, the design elements for the production and the 
timelines to achieve success. The scope of projects is aligned to 
real world scenarios. A field trip to a professional theater with a 
backstage tour is included. This course fulfills .5 credits towards 
the Fine Arts graduation requirement. 

DebAte courses offereD

DEBATE 1
GRADES  9-12                 1  semester
Prerequisite:  None 
This course will cover both logic and argumentation as well 
as the fundamentals of effective public speaking: preparation, 
pace, tone, and facial and vocal expressiveness. Students 
will prepare, practice, and perform in-class debates following 
the Lincoln Douglas and Policy Debate formats. Skills learned 
include research, case building, refutation, cross-examination, 
organization, and communication.  Units of Study include 
Argumentation, Syllogisms, and Fallacies.  This course fulfills .5 
credits towards the Fine Arts graduation requirement. 

DEBATE 2
GRADES  9-12                 1  semester
Prerequisite:  Debate 1 
This course will cover advanced critical thinking skills in 
logic and argumentation. Students will further develop public 
speaking skills: preparation, pace, tone, and facial and vocal 
expressiveness. Students will analyze and synthesize information 
and prepare, practice, and perform in Public Forum Debates and 
Mock Trials.  This course fulfills .5 credits towards the Fine Arts 
graduation requirement. 

television courses offereD

MEDIA PRODUCTION 1-2-3-4
GRADES  9-12                                   1 semester
Prerequisite:  None 
 Media Production is an elective course where students will learn 
basic audio and video production skills; gain hands-on experience 
in digital video and cinema production with emphasis on learning 
to use cameras and associated video/cinema equipment; learn 
cinematography techniques, lighting, grip and rigging equipment; 
obtain experience in pre-production, production and post-
production utilizing digital video cameras and digital video editing; 
apply fundamentals for audio, video, and lighting in productions 
while operating in our very own LPTV News.  Ultimately, students 
learn how to analyze and understand the media around them, 
create media in many different formats while using and adapting 
to changing technology, and how to use critical thinking skills 
giving students the opportunity to share their voice to their LP 
community and their stories. 


	Binder1.pdf
	APG 2022-23.V5.pdf
	APG_2022-23_English Updated 05042022
	APG_2022-23_AuditUpdate



