August 26, 2010
Dear Parents,

Your son or daughter has expressed an interest in participating in Youth and Government, a YMCA Program for high school students, which simulates all three branches of government.  It is an exciting and academically challenging experience.  You should be proud that your son or daughter wants to be involved in the program.

We feel a need to let you know what the expectations are for participating in Youth and Government as well as the consequences for not meeting these expectations.

First, this program costs $350.  The first payment of $250 is due on September 8 and the second payment of $100 is due in early December.  Please know that the YMCA will not refund this money if a student is dropped from the program or voluntarily leaves the program at any time during the year. All checks must be made out to Lake Park High School.  Lake Park will then issue one check to the Elmhurst YMCA.  The Elmhurst YMCA has generously offered to sponsor the Lake Park delegation. 

Second, attendance at Pre-Leg I and II is crucial to staying in Youth and Government.  Pre-Leg I is on Friday evening, November 5, at Metea Valley High School from 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Pre-Leg II is on Friday evening, December 3, at Lake Park West campus from 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Failure to attend these meetings results in being dropped from the program.  A student may miss one Pre-Leg only with the approval of the advisor.  Missing both Pre-Leg I and II always results in being dropped without any refund of money.

Third, we have set up a schedule of meetings almost every two weeks, once a week, during much of the school year.  We expect students to attend these meetings as they are crucial to their growth in the program and to the operation of our 70 student delegation.  Failure to attend a meeting for an unexcused reason the  second time will result in being dropped from Youth and Government with no refund of money.  Please discuss this commitment with your son or daughter.

Fourth, Youth & Government has a very strict dress code.  Proper attire is essential to Pre Leg I, Pre Leg II and the Springfield trip.  Failure to comply with the dress code may result in elimination from any or all Youth & Government activities.  Please make sure your son or daughter is aware of the dress code.

Finally, please know that we look forward to working with these 70 students.  They are some of the most talented students at Lake Park.  The weekend in Springfield, March 18-20, is the culmination of a lot of hard work and commitment.

So that we know you have read this letter, and agree to its contents, please sign on the attached page and return with the other first registration materials.  If you have a question, feel free to contact me at jpowell@lphs.org.
Sincerely,

John Powell
Youth and Government Letter of Intent

By signing below, I understand and agree to the requirements and expectations of the Youth and Government program as illustrated in the letter of interest, application, and student code of conduct.  
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Student Signature:










Student ID Number:










Parent Signature:








