LAW IN AMERICAN SOCIETY
GRADES 11-12
(1 Semester)

COURSE OVERVIEW:

Thiscdassisan introduction to the legdl system in the United States. Students will learn about the need for
laws, how the court system works; how criminas are punished in the U.S,; the variety of rights which
Americans enjoy; thejuvenilejustice system; and family law topicssuch asmarriage, divorce, abortion, and
theright to die. Students attend afield trip to the Cook County Jail during the course. Many current lega
issues are discussed in smal group seminar discussons. Teacher lectures are limited.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION:

UNIT | - Society’sNeed for Law
UNIT Il - TheUnited States, Illinois, & Locd Court Systems
UNIT 11 - Crime and Punishment
UNITIV - JuvenleJudtice System
UNIT V - Family Law
STUDENT OUTCOMES:
1. | Acgquaint students with society's need for law. (14.D, 4A)

2. | Acquaint sudentswith thejudicia processin the United States as outlined in the U.S. Condtitution
& lllinois Congtitution as well as how the courts work in practice. (14A)

3. | Familiarize sudents with landmark legd decisonsin recent American history. (4A, 14D)

Provide opportunities for students to gain skill in anadyzing cases and arriving a and defending
4. | decisonsrdated to both rea and hypothetical court cases. (4A, 14C, 16B)

5. || Acqguaint sudents with information related to individud rights and the responghilities which
accompany theserights. (4A, 14D, 16D)

Acquaint gudents with information related to family law. (16B)

Acquaint sudentswith informetion related to the juvenile justice system. (16B)

8. || Develop aworking vocabulary for sudentsin the area of legd terminology. (16B)
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MAJOR LEARNING EXPERIENCES TO ACHIEVE OUTCOMES:

1. || Attend afield trip to the Cook or DuPage County Jal.

Write a paper on the student’ s philosophy of punishment.

3. | Participate in smal group seminars on legd issues rdated to topics such as capitad punishment
abortion, the right to die, and society's need for law.

4. || Draw persond conclusons about the strengths and weaknesses of the crimind justice system in
America
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ADOPTED TEXT OR PRINCIPAL MATERIALS USED:

Arbetman, McMahon, O'Brien. Street Law. New Y ork: West Publishing, 1999. (adopted 2000)
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