ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY
GRADE 12

(Students may takethe Psychology coursefirg, but that iscertainly not required or necessary for successinthe
AP course)

COURSE OVERVIEW:

A.P. Psychology provides an in-depth study of the behaviord science of psychology. Psychology isthe
scientific study of behavior and menta processes. The courseisdesigned to prepare studentsto succeed on
the Advanced Placement exam in May. With asufficiently high score on thistest, astudent may earn credit
at many colleges and univerdties. Students will aso learn psychologica principles that have a practica
aoplicationin thelr lives.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION:

UNIT | - Introducing Psychology/A pproaches and History
UNIT I - Research in Psychology
UNIT I - Biologica Bases of Behavior
UNITIII -  Sensation and Perception
UNITIV - Statesof Consciousness
UNIT V - Leaning

UNITVI - Cognition

UNIT VIl - Motivation and Emotion
UNIT VIII - Deveopmenta Psychology
UNIT IX - Pesondity

UNIT X - Mentd Abilities

UNITXI -  Socid Psychology

UNIT XII' - Psychologicad Disorders

UNIT XIIl - Treatment and Therapy



UNIT XIV - Hedth, Stressand Coping

STUDENT OUTCOMES:
1. | Successfully prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam in psychology.
2. | Develop abetter understanding of the scientific nature of psychology (18B).
3. | Develop an understanding of various approaches to the study of behavior and mental processes.
(18C)
4. | Develop an awareness of career opportunitiesin the field of psychology.
5. | Practice and apply criticd thinking skills in the context of psychology (18B).
6. | Gan ill in andyzing deta criticdly (18B).
7. | Develop atolerance for diverse opinions and experiences (18C).

MAJOR LEARNING EXPERIENCES TO ACHIEVE OUTCOMES:

1. Participate in active demongtrations of psychologicd principles, such as:
experiencing the opponent-process theory of color vison;
determining on€e' s just noticeable difference;
testing the facia feedback theory of emotion; and
smulating the diathesis-stress modd of mentd disorders.
Discuss topics such as nature-nurture, gender roles, and the nature of intelligence.
3. Assgnments may include a persondity analyss, a dream interpretation paper; and field study
research.

N

ADOPTED TEXT OR PRINCIPAL MATERIALS USED:

Berngtein, Douglas A. Psychology, 5th ed. Houghton Mifflin, 2000. (adopted 2001)
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