ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT & POLITICS: UNITED STATES
GRADE 12
(2 Semedters)

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Advanced Placement coursein American Government isdesigned to give sudentsacritica perspective
on politics and government in the United States. The course involves both the study of generd concepts
used to interpret American politics and the andysis of specific case sudies. It also requires familiarity with
the various inditutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the American politica redity. Studentswill
have the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement examination a the concluson of the course.
Successful completion of this course will fulfill the graduation requirement for American Government.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION:

UNIT | - Introduction and Background to American Congtitutiona Government
UNIT 11 - Federdism
UNIT 111 - Political Attitudes and Socidization
UNITIV - Politica Parties, Elections, and Interest Groups
UNITV - ThePresidency
UNIT VI - Presdentid Elections
UNIT VIl - Congress
UNITVIII - Thedudiciay
UNITIX - Bureaucracy and Policy
UNIT X - Civil Libertiesand Civil Rights
STUDENT OUTCOMES

1. | Develop acritica perspective on politics and government in the United States. (14A, 14C, 14D,
16B)

Analyze case sudies like Nixon's China policy and the election of 1948. (14D, 16B)

3. | Becomefamiliar with theingtitutions of government inthe United Statesaswell asthe groupsbdliefs
and ideas that make up the American palitical redity. (14D, 16B, 16D)

4. | Understand the nature and expectations of a college level course of this type.
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5. || Complete extendve readingsfrom varied sources on theissuesinvolved in American palitics. (14D,
16B)

6. | Exhibitthelearning of ideasthrough group work, seminars, research papersand other assessments.
Andyze rights as granted by the Congtitution and the Bill of Rights. (14D, 16B)

MAJOR LEARNING EXPERIENCES TO ACHIEVE OUTCOMES:

Extensve preparation for the Advanced Placement Exam.
Fulfill the requirements of a college leve course of thistype.
Bureaucracy smulation.

Presdentid Act Andysis.

Presidentia Election research paper.

Congressiond Bill andlyss.

Supreme Court case sudies.

Timed debates on select subjects.

Current event andysis.
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ADOPTED TEXT OR PRINCIPAL MATERIALS USED:

Wilson, James Q. American Government: Institutions and Policies, 7th ed. Lexington, MA: D.C.
Heath and Co., 1999. (Adopted, 2000)
Woll, Peter, ed. American Government: Readings and Cases, 11th ed. New Y ork: Harper Callins
Publishers, 1993. (Adopted, 1995)
McKenna, George, and Feingold, Stanley, eds. Taking Sdes. Clashing Views on Controversial
Political Issues, 9th ed. Guildord, CT: Dushkin Publishing Group, 1995. (Adopted, 1995)
Herbert Levine, ed. Point Counterpoint, New York, NY: St. Martins Press, 1998.

Additional selected readings from current periodicas and journds.
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