ADVANCED U.S. GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY
GRADE 12
(1 Semester - Graduation Requirement)

COURSE OVERVIEW:

Thisisasurvey course of theworkings and redlities of the United States Government. Theintentions of the
course are to provide students with a general knowledge of the condtitutiond structure of the United States
federd government; to make students aware of some of the sgnificant palitica and socid issues which are
facing the U.S. and its citizens, and to engage students in the possibilities for politica participation in a
democratic form of government. Unit testsand smdl group seminar discussonswill conditutethe mgority of
thegrade. In addition to successful completion of the regular course materiad, apassng gradeon thelllinois
Condtitution exam is required for graduation.

UNITS OF INSTRUCTION:

UNIT | - Anlntroduction to Government and Principles of the Condtitution
UNIT II - TheLegiddive Branch of the Federd Government
UNIT Il -  TheExecutive Brand of the Federd Government
UNITIV - TheJdudicid Branch of the Federa Government
UNIT V - Rights and Responsihilities of Citizenship
UNITVI - Paticipaionin Government
COURSE OUTCOMES:

1. | Providestudentswith agenerd knowledge of the conditutiond structure of the United Statesfederd
government. (14A, 14B, 14C, 14D, 14E, 14F)

2. | Familiarize sudents with their conditutiond rights as citizens and the limits and respongibilities of
theserightsin our society. (14A, 14F)

3. | Acquaint students with some of the significant political and socid issueswhich arefacing the U.S.
and itscitizens. (14F, 16A, 16B, 16D)

4. || Engage studentsin the possibilities for political participation in a democratic form of government.
(14C, 14D)

5. | Develop an understanding of the different branches of the federa government by focusing on the
congtitutiona powers and modern interaction of the three branches. (14A, 14B, 14C, 14D, 14E,
14F)

6. | Provide students with a generd understanding of the Illinois Condtitution and the lllinois State
government. (14A, 14B, 14C, 14D)




MAJOR LEARNING EXPERIENCES TO ACHIEVE OUTCOMES:

The advanced course is designed to help students prepare for college in terms of educationd
decisornrmaking. The teacher serves more as a facilitator than an indructor as students are
expected to meet many of their responsbilities on their own. Earning an above-average gradein
Advanced Government suggests that a sudent is likely to perform well in smilar college courses.
Specid attributes of sudents who do well in Advanced Government include:

1. | Theahility to read and take notes effectively

2. | The ahility to communicate ordly effectively

3. | Theahility to organize and manage one's time successfully

4. | Paticipationinvarioussmulations, including amock Supreme Court, amock Cabinet, mock trias,
and agovernment Smulation.

5. | Timed debates over various socia and political issues.

6. | Classdiscussons and seminars

7. | Research-based papers

ADOPTED TEXT OR PRINCIPAL MATERIALS USED:

Remy, Richard C. The United States Government: Democracy in Action. Glencoe, 2000.
(adopted 1999)
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